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February 3, 2022  
 
Honorable Kathy Hochul  
Governor of New York State  
New York State Capitol Building  
Albany, New York 12224  
 
Dear Governor Hochul,  
 
The past two years have been a trying time for everyone, particularly for our students. The students in 
the Wantagh School District in grades K-12 have had the opportunity to be in-person for instruction 
since our schools re-opened in September 2020. Our elementary students have been in-person every 
day over the past two school years. Our secondary learners began in a hybrid model and then 
transitioned to an every day in-person model when COVID cases subsided last winter. Through diligent 
management of COVID protocols, it has been as successful as it could be under the difficult 
circumstances. With each passing month, we continue to provide more opportunities for our students 
and have returned to a greater sense of normalcy. However, we need assistance from New York State to 
transition out of a pandemic learning environment and into the final stages of a more traditional 
environment.  
 
In our school community, COVID-19 positivity rates have continued to decline since the Omicron 
variant spike several weeks ago. In addition, vaccination rates in our area continue to rise and we now 
have an adequate supply of testing kits to offer all families in the community. We ask that you allow for 
increased local decision making in school districts based on the metrics in the community. This will 
allow communities to make more local determinations as situations change. During the height of the 
pandemic, a cluster approach was taken to identify communities that required greater restrictions in 
lieu of doing a state-wide approach. Using that same approach as things continue to improve will 
greatly help meet the needs of all communities, including Wantagh. The local plan that was 
implemented in August by our school district calls for an evaluation of mitigation efforts based on 
community case rates. This has allowed us to adjust some of our mitigation efforts but not all of them.  
 
One ongoing major concern continues to be universal masking in our schools. Despite continued 
uncertainty regarding COVID, we ask NYS to provide clear guidance on universal school mask 
requirements and when and how those will evolve. We recognize that the circumstances arising from 
the pandemic continually change and so does our understanding of how to effectively combat it. This 
complicates development of strategies and policies. However, it is crucial to recognize that rules which 
defy common sense or are inconsistently applied threaten to undermine public acceptance of all rules, 
including those that remain essential. Establishing clear metrics to change mitigation strategies will 
allow for regional decision making.  
 
We advocated for this approach with your predecessor this past summer and have attached that 
correspondence for you. We have also included our current local COVID data so you can see the 
ongoing improvement of COVID conditions in our community. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anthony Greco       John McNamara 
Board of Education President     Superintendent of Schools 
Wantagh UFSD       Wantagh UFSD 
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June 30, 2021  

 

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo  

Governor of New York State  

New York State Capitol Building  

Albany, New York 12224  

 

Dear Governor Cuomo,  

 

The 2020-21 school year has been a significant challenge for our school community. All 

students in the Wantagh School District in grades K-6 have had the opportunity to be in-person 

for instruction since our schools opened in September. In addition, our secondary students in 

grades 7-12 transitioned back to every day in-person instruction in March, after starting the 

year in a hybrid learning model.  

 

In our school community, COVID-19 positivity rates have sharply declined. In addition, 

vaccination rates in our area continue to rise. We ask that you allow for increased local decision 

making in school districts based on the metrics in the area. This will allow communities to 

make local determinations based on their individual situations. During the height of the 

pandemic, a cluster approach was taken to identify communities that required greater 

restrictions in lieu of doing a state-wide approach. Using that same approach as things continue 

to improve will greatly help meet the needs of all communities, including Wantagh.  

 

As we plan for next school year, clear, definitive, and timely guidance is needed to ensure a 

smooth and safe opening of schools.  Therefore, we respectfully request that you provide 

guidance for the upcoming school year no later than July 15, 2021.  Additionally, as you 

provide future guidance, we request that it be complete when released, including all relevant 

details for implementation and that it be coordinated with NYDOH and NYSED prior to 

release.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Adam Fisher       John McNamara 

Board of Education President     Superintendent of Schools 

Wantagh UFSD      Wantagh UFSD 
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Nassau County Vaccination Rates by Age Group 

 

 

 
 
 

 


